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SAFE@LAST held its second BIG Sleepout
event on Friday, 24" October.

Hundreds of supporters slept rough for the
night at Parkgate Shopping, Rotherham, in an
effort to raise funds and awareness to
support the 4000 children and young people
in South Yorkshire who run away from home
each year.

Supporters were allowed minimum comforts
on a night which reached freezing
temperatures, and had to sleep with only the
aid of a sleeping bag, pillow and cardboard
box. They were also asked to help raise
funds for the charity by asking for
sponsorship in return for their night on the
tarmac.

SAFE@LAST Chief Executive, Hilary
Massarella, reported that, “The BIG Sleepout
event was a huge success. | believe that
those taking part will have had a meaningful,
and as realistic as possible, experience of
what a night on the streets might be like for
young people. SAFE@LAST aims to prevent
young people from reaching the stage when
they think sleeping rough is their best option
but we are only able to do this with the
support of our local community. Like
everyone else, SAFE@LAST is worried about
the difficult economic times our country is
facing which may mean less support is

available for the charity, but ironically will ; ¢

result in an increased demand on our
services as young people feel the knock-on
effects of tensions within homes.”

Those taking part in the BIG Sleepout
reported how difficult they had found the
experience and some felt unable to stay the
whole, night leaving the car park in the early
hours. Kathryn Harrison slept out on Friday
and said of the experience “It was one of the
coldest and most difficult nights of my life. We
were there in a large group and it was still
very unnerving. | can’t begin to imagine what
it must be like to be much younger and all
alone. It must be terrifying to be so
vulnerable. So if, by sleeping out, we have
managed to help one child from having to
sleep on the streets, it will be worth every

shiver and every moment of sleep lost.”
Supporters sleeping rough were joined by
Charity Patrons Meredydd Hughes, South
Yorkshire Police Chief Constable and the Earl
of Scarbrough.

Chief Constable Meredydd Hughes said, "The
BIG Sleepout was an important experience
for everyone involved. | took my 13 year old
son with me, and we both realised just how
vulnerable young runaways are when

sleeping rough on our streets. It just shows
how vital the work of SAFE@LAST is, both in
helping young people to avoid running away,
and in supporting them if they do."
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After years of hard work and fundraising, we
are delighted to announce that the
SAFE@LAST MISPER scheme is expanding
into Sheffield and full services will be
operational in the borough before Christmas.

The MISPER scheme has had huge success
in the areas in which it currently operates.
Amongst the young people we work with, the
figures for young people who run away more
than once have been reduced from the
national figure of

59%tojust 5%

Could you consider making a regular donation?

The MISPER (MISsing PERson’s) scheme is
run in partnership with South Yorkshire Police
and is currently operating in Rotherham,
Barnsley and Doncaster. The scheme is one
of the core services offered by SAFE@LAST
to support young runaways. When a young
person is reported missing and then returned

home, the Police make a referral to
SAFE@LAST. Within 72 hours of receiving
the referral, a project worker contacts the
young person and their family and arranges
to meet with them to conduct an independent
return interview. The interview takes an
informal approach and aims to give the young
person a chance to identify and discuss their
issues around running away. Project workers

then continue to work with a young person for
as long as is required to help resolve their
problems around running away.

Tracy Haycox, Strategic Runaway Services
Director for SAFE@LAST said, “We are
eagerly looking forward to working in
partnership with South Yorkshire Police
Sheffield division and Sheffield Children and
Young People’s Directorate. We are pleased
to now be in such a fortunate position to be
able to offer these services to ALL children
and Young People in South Yorkshire,
because we know it is having a very real and
positive influence.”

As young people seek our help in increasing numbers, the pressure to maintain higher

levels of income also increases. Regular income is crucial to the continuing success of SAFE@LAST. Please see page 3 for more details.
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Sinead's name has been changed to maintain confiden

tiality but the events are a true record

Sinead is 16 years old and started running away from
home because of frequent arguments with her mum
and her mum’s new boyfriend. Finding living at home

too difficult, Sinead went to

live with her

grandmother. Unfortunately the relationship with her
Grandma broke down and Sinead could no longer
stay with her. With no more family to turn to, over the
next few weeks Sinead stayed at various friends’
houses, but in turn they all asked her to leave
because there was not enough room for her. During
the time Sinead was staying with her friends she
stopped attending school, started drinking alcohol
most nights and got into trouble with the police.
Sinead met a man in his late 30s, who agreed to let

her stay with him. Desperate for somewhere to stay,
Sinead
contacted SAFE@LAST because she no longer felt
safe at the man’s flat but had nowhere else to go. As
she was in danger from where she was running from
and where she was running to, Sinead was able to
stay at the SAFEPLACE refuge. She stayed at the
SAFEPLACE for 2 nights and was then supported by
a SAFE@LAST project worker to find a place at a
local hostel where she could stay. Sinead has now
settled in well at the hostel and has recently started

she stayed with him for several weeks.

to rebuild her relationship with her mum.

It's awards’ season again and SAFE@LAST
already has one in the bag. After winning
‘Employee of the Month’ last year, Senior Project
Worker Hayley Needham has done it again, but this
time coming runner up for the Employee of the Year
awarded by Rotherham and Barnsley Chamber of
Commerce. Hayley attended a glittering ceremony
to collect her award.

Also hoping for success is SAFE@LAST Strategic
Runaways Services Director, Tracy Haycox, who
has been short-listed for a Rotherham Community
Achievement Award. The awards are organised by
Voluntary Action Rotherham and aim to recognise

people and projects in Rotherham that have made an outstanding difference to their local communities.
Tracy has been shortlisted in the employee category and stands against two other nominees to win the
prestigious award. The winner will be announced on 14th November.

Chief Executive and Founder Trustee Hilary Massarella praised Tracy’s hard work. “Tracy’s energy and
enthusiasm for every aspect of her work is unfailing and this is underpinned by her immense
knowledge and experience, but in our area of work it is essential that the team remains sensitive and
continues to truly care what happens to every one of our fabulous young people. Tracy is sensitive and
does care and she inspires this in all who work with her. SAFE@LAST, Rotherham, South Yorkshire
and all our young people are very lucky to have her!”

Katie meeting Dr R Bloomer High Sheriff of
South Yorkshire on the SAFE@LAST set at the
Lifewise Centre

It is very clear that preventative work is highly important in
addressing the phenomenon of running away. By the time
young people become involved with the SAFE@LAST
MISPER scheme or need to access the emergency refuge
it is likely that they have already been exposed to
significant risks. For many years, SAFE@LAST has
recognised the importance of preventative work which aims
to encourage young people to get in touch with
SAFE@LAST before they get to the point when they feel

£.¥ that they have no option but to run away.

We are thrilled to have received funding from Rotherham
Metropolitan Borough Council’'s Children’s Fund, which has

o enabled us to develop and deliver the preventative project
» in Rotherham. Runaways Education Officer Katie Eastburn

came into post in June.

In line with recent government recommendations published
in the Runaways Actions Plan in April this year, the
preventative project aims to educate and inform young
people of the risks and dangers surrounding running away
and the services SAFE@LAST offers to young people.

Katie and a team of volunteers recently began delivering
drama-based scenarios at the Crucial Crew Project at the
Lifewise Centre, Magna. Next month we will start
delivering workshops and assemblies in secondary schools
across Rotherham.

Saturday 13th December

A Murder Mystery Evening at Whiston Manorial
Barn

SOLD OUT

Friday 19th December
SAFE@LAST Grand Christmas Draw

Tuesday 27th January

SAFE@LAST Annual General Meeting at Holiday
Inn, Canklow

All are welcome. Please confirm if you are
planning to attend by contacting Mark on 01909
566977 or emailing m.smith@safeatlast.org.uk.

February

Thank you for the Music!

This will be a fabulous evening themed around the
Great Musicals. Details to be confirmed but to
avoid disappointment register your interest by
calling Barbara on 01909 566977.

March

Sports Dinner

We will be announcing the venue and guest sports
personality in the new year - keep your eye on the
website!

Saturday 25th April

Clay Pigeon Shoot

For the third time we are thrilled to be holding this
event at the beautiful Sandbeck Estate, home of
our Patron The Earl of Scarbrough. Team of four-
£500 including refreshments upon arrival,
cartridges and lunch.

Friday 22nd May

Golf Day

We return to Thrybergh Golf Course this year for
this extremely popular event. Book early to avoid
disappointment.

June
Fashion Show
Details TBC

For all enquiries and to book tickets for the above
events please call Barbara on 01909 566977
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Mark Smith - Operations Manager

Hello there!

| am pleased to have recently

joined the Senior Management

Team in the brand new post of

Operations Manager. This role

involves overseeing the Grants,

Media, Education, Volunteering

and Fundraising departments.

In the few months since joining

SAFE@LAST, | have been amazed by the
dedication, hard work and commitment of staff,
volunteers and valued supporters of the charity. |
look forward to meeting more of you in the coming
weeks and building upon the existing excellent
work and reputation of SAFE@LAST.

Katie Eastburn - Runaways Education Officer
Hi,

I've been in post at

SAFE@LAST since June, and

thoroughly enjoy my job and

working with an excellent team of

dedicated staff at SAFE@LAST.

I'm looking forward to delivering

the preventative work in schools,

working with young people and

sharing the work we do at SAFE@LAST with other
people. | love my job, and I'm looking forward to
meeting new people and working with other
agencies.




Our man - one of only 25 in the world!

Super supporter Tony Brammer is in training again
to take on another marathon challenge for
SAFE@LAST.

Organised by Racing the Planet, Tony has already
completed three desert races for SAFE@LAST-
racing across the Sahara in 2005, the Atacama in
2006 and the Gobi in 2007.

Tony is now in training to take on his biggest
challenge yet, the Last Desert - Antarctica. The
desert races consist of 150miles over seven days
with competitors having to carry all their supplies
with them. Tony starts the final race in Antarctica
on 24th November. Competitors can only take part
in the last race after completing the other three and
Tony will be one of only 25 runners taking part.

Tony completes these extreme challenges for
SAFE@LAST, still referring to himself as
‘absolutely average’. If you would like to support
Tony in his latest challenge, please visit

www.justgiving.com/tonybrammer

Supporters turned out in force to support
SAFE@LAST at a fashion show held to benefit
the charity in September.

The glittering show took place at Hellaby Hall
Hotel, presented by Uber and was supported by
Moda menswear and Muse shoes. The models
at the show were all volunteers, yet were very
professional and looked beautiful with their hair
by Dooneys and makeup by Danielle James.
After dining on a scrumptious three course
meal, guests were able to wander around stalls
selling everything from home wares to gifts.

The fashion show was a tremendous success,
organised for SAFE@LAST by Jacqui Hawkins,
a fabulous volunteer and fundraising committee
member. Without her dedication and hard work
this event would not have been able to take
place. Our thanks must of course always go to
those who have supported the event such as
Hellaby Hall, Uber, Moda and Muse without
whose contributions we would not have been
able to raise an outstanding £3000. This
money is vital to enable us to continue to
provide essential services for young people in
our region.

SAFE@LAST held its first Latin Fiesta Party
this October at the Phoenix Sports and
Social Club, Brinsworth. The event was
organised by Sue Pearce and Ann Bell from
HSBC in Rotherham and was attended by
almost a hundred people.  The evening
opened with a performance from dancers of
the Gillian Banks Theatre School and then
guests went on to enjoy tequila shots, a
spicy meal and some salsa dance lessons
before taking to the floor for a salsa disco.
Thanks to Sue and Ann for a great night.

A message from our Patron the Earl of Scarbrough

My wife and | have invited SAFE@LAST to present a weekend spectacular of music
in the grounds of our home, Sandbeck Park during the summer of 2009.

As patron of the charity, | am wholeheartedly committed to supporting the
Fundraising Committees in their efforts to solidify the financial position to ensure the
sustainability of this most worthwhile and effective charity. This will be a top quality
event and currently there is nothing to compare to it in this region; a maximum
capacity of 10,000 each day and experienced professionals on the team, should

ensure great ticket sales.

To date, Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council, Yorkshire South, Yorkshire TV
Local News, HSBC and Yorkshire Forward have all committed to working in partnership with us on this
project and we are confident that other local and national businesses and organisations will be

attracted to the event.

We are currently in discussions with some major names and will shortly be able to announce the line
up. Please do keep your eye on the website for the latest news - www.safeatlast.org.uk .

This is a very exciting time and | believe that the event will epitomise the fresh,
innovative, energetic and committed way in which SAFE@LAST works in all its
endeavours, from fundraising to changing the lives of vulnerable young people.
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There are so many people who contribute to
SAFE@LAST, we couldn’t possibly list everyone here,
but below are just a few. To everyone who has
supported us, you know who you are and we want to
thank you.

All the volunteers supporting the preventative work at Magna.
Jacqui Hawkins and everyone involved for a fantastic Fashion
show
Vaughan Fitzpatrick for his vast knowledge regarding Health
and Safety and for sharing it with us.

The helpline volunteers for their commitment to the smooth
running of this much needed service for young runaways.
All our office based volunteers for their weekly commitment
which we couldn't manage without: Betty Davies, Pam
Forbes, Sue Burke, Dani Fitzpatrick, Sue Wallace, Grace

Clayton, Aleksandra Bradshaw and Paul Parker.
The fantastic fundraising team for organising another fabulous
ball — the best yet!!
Everyone who supported the BIG Sleepout
Our dedicated team of volunteer trainers

was a huge success thanks to
all the volunteers involved.

Here are just some pictures of
a few of them on the night.

Seven in a bed trying to keep warm

0O .- 111

SAFE@LAST staff and volunteers at the Launch of the BIG Sleepout way back in August
when the sun was shining!




