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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 21.10.10
The BIG Sleepout returns for a forth time at Parkgate Shopping
Children’s charity SAFE@LAST is putting the final touches to preparations for the BIG Sleepout which will take place this Friday 22th October.

Over 200 supporters slept rough at Parkgate Shopping, Rotherham last year and the charity is pleased to bring this unusual event to Meadowhall Shopping Centre, Sheffield.  The BIG Sleepout is an event that aims to raise funds and awareness to support the 4000 children and young people in South Yorkshire that run away from home each year.
The BIG Sleepout gives supporters a small taste of what spending a night on the streets might be like for a young runaway who feels they have no choice but to sleep rough.  Those taking part have to forgo all comforts for the night as they are only allowed basic items to keep warm such as a sleeping bag and cardboard box.
For the first time ever a BIG Sleepout took place in Doncaster on Friday 8th October and one will be taking place in Rotherham on the same night as the event in Sheffield.
Event organiser Claire Saddington said “We are thrilled to be able to hold the first BIG Sleepout at Meadowhall Shopping Centre and are looking forward to seeing people that have done the event before in Rotherham such as SAFE@LAST Patron and South Yorkshire Chief Constable Meredydd Hughes and some new faces.  We are very grateful to Meadowhall for giving us the opportunity to bring this event to the city for the first time.”
Ends 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
PRESS CALL

· Photographers and journalists are welcome on the night of the BIG Sleepout at 8.30pm when photo and interview opportunities will be available.  The Lord Mayor or Sheffield and SAFE@LAST Patron and South Yorkshire Police Chief Constable Meredydd Hughes will be available for photographs.
· Supporters will be arriving between 8pm -9.30pm.
· Photos taken by the charity will be available after the event.
· Please confirm if you will be attending to clare@safeatlast.org.uk
EDITORS NOTES

· It is estimated that 100,000 children and young people run away from home each year with nearly 4000 of these incidences taking place in South Yorkshire. 

· Research has shown that 1 in 4 young people who runaway end up spending at least one night sleeping rough.  Smeaton and Rees, Running away in South Yorkshire
· Young people who run away are often in danger from where they are running from or too and spending a night on the streets is never a safe option but for some young people it seems like the only choice.

· SAFE@LAST is a registered charity working with young people who have run away from, or have been thrown out of, the place where they usually live.

· Young People that need help can contact SAFE@LAST on their 24hour helpline by calling 0800 335 SAFE, text SAFE + their message to 60777 or via webchat on www.safeatlast.co.uk 
· People wishing to support SAFE@LAST can contact the charity on 01909 566977 or make a donation via the website www.safeatlast.org.uk
For more information contact:

Clare Sherratt

Communications and Grants Manager
SAFE@LAST

Unit 1.08, Great House

Waterside Business Park

Rotherham Road

Dinnington

S25 3QA

T: 01909 566977, F: 01909 565555, W: safeatlast.org.uk, E: clare@safeatlast.org.uk
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