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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 01.04.10
The BIG Sleepout raises £21,000 of much needed funds
Supporters of Children’s charity SAFE@LAST have gathered to announce that the BIG Sleepout event which took place in October last year has surpassed all expectations and raised a much needed £21,000.

Hundreds of supporters slept rough for the night at Parkgate Shopping, Rotherham, in an effort to raise funds and awareness to support the 4000 children and young people in South Yorkshire that run away from home each year.  They were allowed minimum comforts on a night which reached freezing temperatures, and had to sleep with only a sleeping bag, pillow and cardboard box.  They were asked to help raise funds for the charity by asking for sponsorship in return for their night on the tarmac.  
The charity announced the total raised as most of the money has now been sent in from those that took part in the event.

Mark Smith, SAFE@LAST Head of Operations said “This is a fantastic amount raised by all those that took part in the BIG Sleepout last year.  SAFE@LAST receives very little statutory income and is dependent on events like these to continue providing our services.  We also receive money from grant funders but that has very specific requirements of what it can be spent on.  Voluntary income that we raise through events like these can be used to quickly and directly support Children and Young People who are at risk through running away.  It allows us to react in the most appropriate way to a child’s needs making decisions around their safety and wellbeing as oppose to what funding is available.  This could range from allowing us to purchase football boots for a young person who is away from home so they can take part in sports, or at the extreme end, provide a safe place for a young person to spend the night when they have no where else safe to go.  We are truly grateful to all those that supported this event for enabling us to continue helping vulnerable children.”
Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police and Patron of SAFE@LAST Med Hughes who took part in the event said “"I was lucky. I had warm clothes, and family with me. A runaway child may have neither. They have constant fear, loneliness and boredom instead. 
And it's easy to stay out for a night when the morning brings a warm house, dry clothes, and a meal.  It's harder when daybreak brings more rain and nothing else"
Supporters of SAFE@LAST announced the total money raised at Parkgate Shopping Rotherham which supports the event by allowing the use of its premises.
Ends 
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EDITORS NOTES

· It is estimated that 78,000 children and young people run away from home each year with nearly 4000 of these incidences taking place in South Yorkshire.  Smeaton and Rees, Running away in South Yorkshire
· Research has shown that 1 in 4 young people who runaway end up spending at least one night sleeping rough.  Smeaton and Rees, Running away in South Yorkshire
· Young people who run away are often in danger from where they are running from or too and spending a night on the streets is never a safe option but for some young people it seems like the only choice.
· SAFE@LAST is a registered charity number 1098980 that works in South Yorkshire with children and young people who are at risk through running away from home.  
· The charity has been established for ten years and provides services including a 24 hour helpline, MISPER (Missing Persons) scheme run in partnership with South Yorkshire Police, preventative workshops and an emergency young person’s refuge – the only one in England outside of London.
· The charity receives little statutory funding and is reliant on the generosity of the local community to continue its vital work.  
· Young People that need help can contact SAFE@LAST on their 24hour helpline by calling 0800 335 SAFE.

For more information contact:

Clare Sherratt

Public Relations and Grants Manager
SAFE@LAST

Unit 1.08, Great House

Waterside Business Park

Rotherham Road

Dinnington

S25 3QA

T: 01909 566977, F: 01909 565555, W: safeatlast.org.uk, E: clare@safeatlast.org.uk
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