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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 21.12.10
Christmas Draw Winners announced
Children’s charity SAFE@LAST has drawn its Christmas Draw and the lucky first price winner, Ann Lawrence, has collected her prize just in time for Christmas.

The draw which is hoped will raise over three thousand pounds for the charity that works with young people at risk through running away in South Yorkshire was drawn on Friday 17th December.

Prizes which included £500 cash, a weekend away and ipod were donated by kind businesses and won by supporters of the charity who purchased tickets at £1 each.
Ann Lawrence from Kimberworth was delighted to find out she had won the £500 cash prize and said that it would help to make Christmas extra special.

Event Co-ordinator Claire Saddington who has co-ordinated the draw said “We are very grateful to everyone that donated prizes or bought tickets for the Christmas Draw and especially St Omer Recruitment for generously donating the £500 cash prize.  SAFE@LAST’s services will be open as usual over Christmas and money raised through the Christmas Draw will help us to continue to be there for vulnerable children when they need help the most.”

Founder Trustee Hilary Massarella added “The Trustees at SAFE@LAST would like to thank everyone that has supported the charity over the past year.  It has been a difficult year but with the help of the community around us we have made it a successful one.  We wish all our supporters a Happy Christmas and all the best for 2011.”
Ends 
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EDITORS NOTES

· Photos are available to accompany this release.  Please contact clare@safeatlast.org.uk for copies.

· SAFE@LAST is a registered charity that works in South Yorkshire with children and young people who are at risk through running away from home.  The charity has been established for ten years and provides services including a 24 hour helpline, one to one support, preventative workshops and an emergency young person’s refuge – the only one in England.  The charity receives very little statutory funding and is reliant on the generosity of the local community to continue its vital work.  

· It is estimated that 100,000 children and young people run away from home each year with nearly 4000 of these incidences taking place in South Yorkshire. 
· Research has shown that 1 in 4 young people who runaway end up spending at least one night sleeping rough.  
· Young people who run away are often in danger from where they are running from or to and spending a night on the streets is never a safe option but for some young people it seems like the only choice.

· Young People that need help can contact SAFE@LAST on their 24hour helpline by calling 0800 335 SAFE, texting SAFE plus their message to 60777 or via webchat through www.safeatlast.co.uk
· People wishing to support SAFE@LAST can contact the charity on 01909 566977 or make a donation via the website www.safeatlast.org.uk
For more information contact:

Clare Sherratt

Communications and Grants Manager
SAFE@LAST

Unit 1.08, Great House

Waterside Business Park

Rotherham Road

Dinnington

S25 3QA

T: 01909 566977, F: 01909 565555, W: safeatlast.org.uk, E: clare@safeatlast.org.uk
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