
SAFE@LAST has been 
honoured as one of 95 
volunteering groups 
from across the UK to 
win this year’s Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary 
Service which 
recognises the 

outstanding contributions made to local 
communities by groups voluntarily devoting 
their time for the benefit of others. 
 

The prestigious National Honour, which is 
equivalent to the MBE, sets the national 
benchmark for excellence in volunteering 
and the activities of those awarded have 
been judged to be of the highest standard. 
 

SAFE@LAST has received the Award for 
its work with vulnerable young people in 
South Yorkshire, North Nottinghamshire 
and North East Derbyshire who are at risk 
through running away. We provide services 
for the 1 in 9 children in South Yorkshire 
who run away from home or care.  
SAFE@LAST provides preventative work, a 
24 hour helpline (0800 335 SAFE), a 
MISPER (Missing Persons) Scheme and a 
Refuge for young people who are 16 and 
under. 
 

SAFE@LAST will receive a certificate 

signed by the Queen and an exclusive 
commemorative crystal.  These will be 
presented by Her Majesty's representative 
in South Yorkshire, at a special ceremony.  
 

Four volunteers from SAFE@LAST, who 
had previously won SAFE@LAST’s 
Volunteer of the Year award, enjoyed a day 
out in London visiting Buckingham Palace 
to celebrate the achievement.  Volunteers 
who attended were: Sue Norton, who 
supports the charity by working on the 
helpline as well as supporting fundraising 
events; Danielle Fitzpatrick, who volunteers 
on the helpline and delivers preventative 
work in schools; Pam Forbes, who 
volunteers in the SAFE@LAST office on a 
frequent basis providing admin support and 
also at events; Dane Howard who answers 
calls on the helpline and is available for 
various other roles when he is home from 
University. 
 

Sue Norton said of her visit to the palace “I 
thoroughly enjoyed the totally elegant 
experience of visiting the palace.  The 
whole event had a wonderful atmosphere 
and it was magical to be inside Buckingham 
Palace.  We were all proud to have been 
asked to represent SAFE@LAST and all 
the volunteers at the charity that this award 
recognises.” 

 

SAFE@LAST  
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From left to right, SAFE@LAST volunteers Pam Forbes, Danielle Fitzpatrick, Sue Norton 
and Dane Howard arriving at the Queen’s Garden Party. 

Inside this issue 
 
 

Leon’s Story  
There are many reasons to support 
SAFE@LAST, Leon is just one of 

them 
 
 

The BIG Sleepout 
Could you sign up to sleep rough 

like so many of our young people? 
 
 

Events Diary 
We hope to see you there! 

 
 

Charity Chicks 
Don’t miss this fabulous opportunity 

to purchase top quality second 
hand clothes from our three day 

event. 

 

Staff Changes 
Goodbye from Margaret and  

welcome to Kathryn 
 
 

Volunteers 
Aren’t they wonderful? Check out 

some of the great roles they 
undertake for us on the back page 
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Friday 4th and Saturday 5th 
September  
The BIG Sleepout sign up event 
Doncaster - outside Primark, Market 
Place 
A chance to sign up for The BIG 
Sleepout which returns for its third 
year.  More event details coming soon 
please check www.safeatlast.org.uk for 
more details.    
 
 

Friday 4th, Saturday 5th & Sunday 
6th September  
Charity Chicks  
A one off spectacular - SAFE@LAST 
will be running a charity shop on 
Laughton Road, Dinnington selling high 
quality clothes and accessories.  Please 
see page 3 for more details. 
 
 

Wednesday 16th September 
7.00pm 
Annual General Meeting  
Held at SAFE@LAST offices please let 
us know if you plan to attend. 
 
 

October   
Swishing parties  
Why not hold a fantastic party and invite 
all your friends to come along and bring 
their unwanted clothes which they can 
then swap with others for free.  Support 
packs will be available soon.  Contact us 
for more details.  
 
 

Friday 23rd October  
The BIG Sleepout 
We are expecting hundreds of people to 
sleep rough at Parkgate Shopping 
Rotherham to raise funds and 
awareness for SAFE@LAST.  All those 
wishing to take part must register prior 
to the event.  Please see page 3 for 
more details. 
 
 

Friday 30th October  
SAFE@LAST Annual Ball  
This sell out event returns for the tenth 
year and promises to be one to 
remember.  
 
 

Saturday 5th December   
Murder Mystery Night  
More event details coming soon.  
Please check www.safeatlast.org.uk for 
more details.   
 

  

To purchase tickets or for any 
more information for the above 
events please call Barbara on 

01909 566977 
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Leon was referred 
to SAFE@LAST 
by his school that 
identified the 
problems he had 
at home and that 
he was regularly 
running away. 
Through working 
with Leon it was 
clear that his 
unsettled 
upbringing had 
caused him to get 
involved in gangs, 
crime, weapon 

carrying, drugs, alcohol and fighting.  Finally he was thrown out of home 
when he attempted to stab his step-dad and was forced to sleep rough. Leon 
stayed in the SAFE@LAST refuge for one night as we worked to get him 
back to safety.  His project worker has continuously supported him through 
1:1 work. He has now stopped fighting and is a member of a boxing gym; his 
project worker has supported him in accessing support from other agencies 
which has resulted in him stopping smoking cigarettes and cannabis. Leon 
doesn’t put himself in unsafe situations and has rebuilt the relationships with 
family that were once destroyed.  Leon is no longer going missing. 

� !"� �! ��� Leon’s name has been changed to maintain confidenti ality but the events are a true record  

SAFE@LAST is increasingly 
recognised as an example of 
excellent practice within our 
specialist field of work and, as a 
result, we are often asked to share 
our knowledge and skills with other 
organisations, locally and nationally. 
This is a task that we are more than 
happy to do because we believe 
that, whilst we never take our eye off 
the problems in South Yorkshire, we  
also have a responsibility to help to 
ensure that children in all parts of 
the country receive the same level of 
support to which our children can 
access.  
 

Tracy Haycox, SAFE@LAST 
Strategic Runaway Services 
Director, has been elected as the 
Deputy Chair of the English 
Coalition for Runaway Children 
(ECRC).  The Coalition, which 
includes representatives from 
NSPCC, The Children’s Society, 
Barnardos, Childline and others, 
aims to ensure that every child is 
safeguarded from the dangers 
experienced by runaway children 
through prevention, targeted 

services and effective crisis 
responses. In this role Tracy has 
been actively involved in the 
introduction of a Performance 
Indicator which will measure each 
Local Authority’s response to young 
runaways against national standards 
- this is an important milestone and 
we are extremely proud to have 
been a part of this key development. 
 

Mark Smith, SAFE@LAST Head of 
Opera t ions ,  represents  the 
Voluntary & Community Sector on 
the Sheffield Safer & Sustainable 
Communities Partnership Board.  
The strategic partnership is 
responsible for the reduction of 
crime, anti-social behaviour, drug 
and alcohol misuse and also  
ove rsees  vo lun tee r ing  and 
community cohesion.  
 

Mark also represents the voluntary 
sector on the Rotherham Local 
Strategic Partnership that brings 
together Rotherham’s public, 
private, voluntary and community 
sector organisations to work 
together to improve Rotherham. 
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Posed by model  
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Volunteers from SAFE@LAST are 
embarking on an exciting venture to 
raise funds and awareness.  For just 
three days at the beginning of 
September the team of volunteers are 
hoping to follow in the footsteps of Mary 
Portas with her hugely successful 
charity shops in ‘Mary, Queen Of 
Charity Shops’, a three-part series 
broadcast on the BBC. 
 

Following Mary’s example, 
SAFE@LAST Volunteers will be running 
a charity clothing agency,  ‘Charity 
Chicks’ in Dinnington from Friday 4th to 
Sunday 6th September.  The shop will 
sell fantastic, good quality items of 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothes 
and accessories that have been 
donated. 

 

Jacqui Hawkins, one of the volunteers 
involved in the project said “We are very 
excited about ‘Charity Chicks’. Many of 
our very glamorous and elegant 
supporters have once again given a 
phenomenal response to our requests 

with many high quality and designer 
clothes and accessories being so 
generously donated. ‘Charity Chicks’ will 
demonstrate what fantastic items can be 
found in a charity shop while your 
shopping supports such a good cause.” 
 

The premises on Laughton Road, 
Dinnington that will be transformed in to 
‘Charity Chicks’ have been kindly 
provided free of charge by Yorkshire 
Windows.   
 

SAFE@LAST Founder Trustee, Hilary 
Massarella said “We are very grateful to 
Yorkshire Windows for allowing us to 
use their premises and we simply would 
not be able to do this without their 
support.  Yorkshire Windows have been 
long standing and loyal supporters of 
SAFE@LAST and our work with 
vulnerable children.  The support of 
such an established and respected 
company like Yorkshire Windows is 
worth so much to a small charity like 
SAFE@LAST.”  

A Fashion Show held at the home of our 
Founder Trustee, Hilary Massarella on 
Sunday 7th June successfully raised vital 
funds for the charity.  The garden party 
style event was a huge success regardless 
of the torrential rain with nearly two hundred 
people attending and enjoying the sparkling 
reception followed by a traditional English 
tea.  We are grateful to UBER Fashion and 
MUSE of Wickersley, Blossom Tree of 
Dinnington (beauty) and Hair by Faulkners 
of Brinsworth for putting on such a fabulous 
show 
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The BIG Sleepout event returns this 
year for a third time and promises to be 
bigger and better than before.  The 
event will be held at Parkgate Shopping 
Rotherham on Friday October 23rd.   
 

The BIG Sleepout aims to raise funds 
and awareness for children affected by 
running away.  It is reported that around 
100,000 children and young people run 
away from home each year with a 
quarter of these feeling that they have 
no alternative but to sleep rough.   
 

Last year The BIG Sleepout saw nearly 
200 supporters sleep rough on the 
tarmac at Parkgate shopping for one 
night.  Supporters braved freezing 
temperatures with minimal comforts to 
get a small taste of what sleeping rough 
might be like for a young runaway.  
 

Hilary Massarella, SAFE@LAST 
founder trustee said “We are very 
excited that The BIG Sleepout is 
returning for another year.  This event 
fits perfectly with the work that we do as 
the prospect of sleeping rough is one 
which faces so many of our young 
people.  We hope to build on last year’s 
success and increase the numbers of 
supporters who are prepared to do this 
for just one night.  SAFE@LAST’s work 
is significantly supported by funds 
raised from events such as these and 
as the credit crunch continues the 
demand for our services sadly 
increases as pressures increase within 
families. I’m asking everyone to 
encourage friends, family and 
colleagues to sign up and help us to 
make sure this event is the success we 
know it can be and to make a real 
difference to children in our area”. 
 

Please sign up for The BIG Sleepout or 
pass the information onto someone you 
know who might be interested.  To sign 
up and make a difference to children 
and young people please call 01909 
566977 or visit www.safeatlast.org.uk.  

Our grateful thanks to Citisigns for 
providing us with our beautiful new office 
signs (below) so that no one will have 
trouble finding us.  Thank you to them also 
for providing the signs for our Charity 
Chicks Shop.  We really appreciate the 
loyalty and support that we have received 
over the years from this local Dinnington 
Company.   
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Models from the fashion show strike a pose Our office with its lovely new signs 



As you know Margaret retired as Volunteer Manager for SAFE@LAST in the Spring.  We all 
wish Margaret a very happy retirement.  Below is a final word 
from her; 
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I can not believe 
that I have been 
t h e  n e w 
V o l u n t e e r i n g 
Development Co-
o r d i n a t o r  a t 
SAFE@LAST  for 
a month now; time 
has flown by. I 
would like to say thank you to everyone, 
staff and volunteers alike, for making me 
feel welcome in my first few weeks. In 
the short time I have been here I have 
been amazed by the hard work and 
dedication of the volunteers who support 
the great work that SAFE@LAST does.  
 

There are many volunteering roles and 
opportunities coming up over the next 
few months which we would love you to 
get involved in; from events to helpline 
training there are lot of things for you to 
consider and now I am settled in I will be 
contacting everyone to say hello and to 
find out first hand what you are most 
interested in.  
 

Coming up in December is the Volunteer 
Recognition event. Building on last 
years event, which I am told was great 
fun, we want to say thank you for all 
your hard work over the year.  I would 
love to know if you have any ideas for 
how you would like to see the event take 
shape.  Please get in touch and let me 
know your thoughts.  
 

I look forward to meeting and working 
with you in the coming months.  If you 
would like to get in touch about anything 
at all please feel free to call me on 
01909 566977 or email me at 
k.axon@safeatlast.org.uk.  Once again 
thank you for your hard work and 
dedication to SAFE@LAST and - see 
you soon! 
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There are so many people who contribute to SAFE@LAST, we couldn’t 
possibly list everyone here, but below are just a few.  To everyone who 

has supported us, you know who you are and we thank you. 
 

The Earl and Countess of Scarbrough for being such dedicated and active patrons 
David O’Keefe for supporting our work by taking many of the beautiful photographs in this newsletter. 

Friends of SAFE@LAST for organising such great events - we can’t wait for the Ball! 
Sharon Richardson for her support in the office and profile raising on Facebook 

Everyone who has helped us with bag packing at Sainsbury’s 
The volunteers behind Charity Chicks - we know it will be a huge success! 

The helpline volunteers for their commitment to the smooth running of this much needed service  
Gareth Carson, Alison Turner and colleagues from The Body Shop At Home for their ongoing support. 

Nigel Senior for bringing his IT wisdom and revamping our documents and databases 
Dave Humphries and the Venture Scouts for helping at our events 

The SAFE@LAST Appeal Committee for their continuing hard work and dedication 
Sue Norton and Angela Burke for proof reading this newsletter 
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SAFE@LAST is delighted to have been 
chosen as the Charity of the Year for 
both Sainsbury’s in Worksop and also 
Sainsbury’s at Crystal Peaks, Sheffield.  
We are excited to be working in 
partnership with both stores to raise 
f u n d s  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  f o r 
SAFE@LAST.  We have carried out a 
few stints of bag packing which has 
given us a great opportunity to chat to 
customers, to tell them about our vital 
services and helped us to collect 
several hundreds of pounds too.  We 
are excited that both stores are keen to 
explore ways in which their staff and 
customers can get involved with our 
many and var ied volunteer ing 
opportunities and we hope to sign up 
many to do The BIG Sleepout as well! 


,���#�,�������-�$� .�����///�

How could anyone resist Georgie and 
Darcie? Lydia one of our littlest volunteers 

SAFE@LAST is proud to have 
recently achieved ‘Reach’, the 
quality practice framework for Youth 
Action agencies awarded by the 
Youth Action Network.  This is given 
to organisations that are shown to 
have a high standard of practice 
relating to youth-led volunteering, 
which covers many aspects from 
induction and progression to 
recognition.  For more information 
about this quality assurance mark  
see   
www.youthactionnetwork.org.uk 


